
THE SIXTH SUNDAY IN LENT – PALM SUNDAY 
 

 

Turn to God 
 

Isaiah 45:22-25 (NIV)  
22 “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. 23 By myself I have sworn, my mouth has uttered in 
all integrity a word that will not be revoked: Before me every knee will bow; by me every tongue will swear. 24 They will say of me, ‘In the LORD 

alone are deliverance and strength.’ ” All who have raged against him will come to him and be put to shame. 25 But all the descendants of Israel 
will find deliverance in the LORD and will make their boast in him.  

What did you do when the kids did the palm processional around the sanctuary today? Did your eyes follow them around, craning 
your neck to see where they were? Or did you chastise yourself for thinking of turning your head to follow them, knowing that if you 
were truly focusing in worship that you were going to keep your eyes forward and not turn for anything that might possibly distract 
you?  

There was a balcony at the church that I grew up in. The choir always sang from there. Although I can’t remember a specific time of 
my mom telling me not to turn and look at them while they sang, I do remember while craning my neck to see them that I wasn’t 
supposed to do that. But naturally, as a kid, even as an adult, I want to see where the sound is coming from and so I turn towards it.  

The LORD tell us today, “Turn to me.” Turn to me because I want you to focus on me, especially while there is so much to distract 
you. The people in Isaiah’s day were specifically distracted by idols, hand-crafted images that were supposed to be gods. Although 
we are not carving out little images of gods, anything that takes our focus away from God turns into an idol. When I am at church, 
but I am thinking about my to-do list and the people I have to talk to and not listening or focusing on God and his Word, those have 
become my idols. When I am looking around church and internally commenting on how people are dressed, how they are parenting 
their kids, or something else like that, then I am making my judgments more important than God and my opinions are now my idol, 
distracting me from listening to him.  

The Lord calls you to turn away from those idols of distraction and to focus on him because he has something we all absolutely need 
to hear. “Turn to me and be saved, all you ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other.” (verse 22) Turn to me because by 
me you are saved. There is no other place that you can find this, no other Savior that can save you in all the ways that you need 
saving, no other Savior who always kept himself from being distracted, who never let anyone or anything come in between him and 
focusing on the Lord.  

This Word that the Lord is speaking to save us, all of us, is trustworthy and true. Why? Because, the LORD says, “By myself I have 
sworn.” (verse 23) There is no other being who has ever kept every single promise, who is perfect, who is truth. Only God is all of 
those things. His “mouth has uttered in all integrity a word that will not be revoked.” (verse 23) He doesn’t take his Word back. He 
doesn’t fail to uphold it. Turn to the Lord, focus on him, because “in the LORD alone are deliverance and strength.” (verse 24) 

When Palm Sunday came around, Jesus’ intention was not that everyone would just keep walking towards Jerusalem, eyes pointed 
forward, ignoring this guy riding in on a donkey. No. Just like people are expected and encouraged to stand and turn to watch the 
bride come down the aisle to her groom, so Jesus encourages us to turn to focus on him. As the Pharisees tried to make Jesus tell 
everyone to stop focusing on him, his reply was, “I tell you, if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” (Luke 19:40) This absolutely 
was a time when God was telling all people to turn to him, focus on what he was doing, because he was processing into Jerusalem as 
their deliverance and their strength. So, if your eyes did follow the kids around for the processional, that was probably good. That 
was focusing on the Lord, on celebrating what he has done as he rode in as our conquering King.  

Turning to God, focusing on him, is done in a lot of ways here as we meet as a congregation, as a church. Have you ever noticed that 
sometimes I face you and other times I face the altar and cross? There’s a reason to that; it’s not random. Think of the times during 
the worship service where I turn and talk to you: God’s call to repentance; his declaration that all our sins are forgiven and taken 
away and that we have been clothed with his righteousness; when we read from the Word of the Lord, the Bible; when I proclaim, 
explain, and apply God’s Word to you; when we recall Jesus’ words regarding his Supper given and poured out for you; and, of 
course, the blessing at the very end. All of these are times when God is speaking to you through me. I’m just his tool, his instrument, 
to convey his deliverance to you. That’s why I turn towards you to speak these things, because God wants you to hear them. The 
other times, when I face the altar, are when I speak to God along with you confessing my sins, when I profess what I believe along 
with all of you, when I sing God’s praises with you, when I speak to God for you, when I pray for you, when I too receive Jesus’ body 



and blood for the forgiveness of sins. I turn towards our symbols of God – the altar and the cross – because we are talking to him in 
response to his Word that delivers us and makes us strong in him.   

Because we worship God here, we use the building to keep all of us turned to God. Take a moment and consider the placement of 
our worship items. The cross is big and prominent right at the front of church so that you always focus on his life and his sacrifice 
which delivered you from your sins. This is why we constructed the new entrance area for church. This is where I am encouraging 
you to form a new habit. Forget those side doors that focus you onto a wall when you walk in here. Instead, come through these 
front doors. It directs you straight to the light of our life, to Jesus, and what he did with his life that delivers us. That’s why we come. 
That’s who we worship. That’s who calls us to turn to him and a simple thing like where you enter church helps bring that to focus. 
The baptismal font is right in front here to remind you of your baptism, that this is the means God used to bring you and others into 
his family of believers, where he washed your sins away and clothed you in Christ’s perfection. By this baptism, God has given you a 
new identity as his perfect, holy, and righteous child. We make you walk past it to remind you of this glorious truth when you come 
up to the Lord’s table, his altar, to receive his body and his blood in, with, and under the bread and the wine for the forgiveness of 
our sins. When you are up here receiving the Lord’s Supper, the cross is overshadowing the speaker, the preacher, causing us to 
focus on the one who takes away our sin. “Do this in remembrance of me.” 

We come here to focus on our God, our King, because in him alone are our deliverance and strength. He is our Hosanna who saves 
us, and there is no other. My focus may look different than another person’s focus. You may be the person who sits quietly, facing 
forward at all times, maintaining that focus on the cross, on our Lord. You may be the one who turns and watches the kids go around 
in the processional, and that’s good too. You may be one who focuses better by closing your eyes because visuals and other people 
distract you more easily. You may be one to talk about things because you are an auditory learner and that’s how it hits home for 
you. You may need to take notes to focus, that writing down what you hear helps you in turning to the Lord, that you need to be 
doing something, chewing gum, drawing pictures, something active to keep yourself focused on God.  

Realizing that each of us probably needs something a little different to turn to the Lord, to focus on him, remember that as we are 
also here to help each other focus. You may have a point you want to say something to the person sitting next to you because you’re 
an auditory learner, but maybe you should write it down if you think that talking out loud may distract someone else. If your kids 
can’t see what’s going on, maybe it’s time to try sitting closer to the front so that they can take in all that happens during worship. If 
your kids are asking questions about what we are doing in church, that’s good. If they are asking, “Why do we say, ‘Amen’?” or “Is 
that really blood that you are drinking?” or “What’s up with the colors?”, these are teachable moments. We don’t want to simply 
hush them but answer them as you can – maybe after church if not during. And if you can’t answer their questions, you have a 
pastor who probably can.  

Our Lord calls us to turn to him, to focus on him, and so be saved. As we read Jesus’ Passion History today, focus on him. Focus on 
what he is doing, what he says he is going to do, how his Word is upheld in all integrity without being revoked or going unfulfilled to 
save us. Use whatever focus you need to turn to God today because he has brought us here to be our deliverance and strength, our 
boast. He is our Savior who lived for us, died for us, and rose for us. Help us, Lord, to turn to you and be saved. Amen.  
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